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44 South Clinton Avenue, 1st Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
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ENERGY 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY 
NATURAL GAS FOR APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL 
FRANCHISE IN THE BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH, 
OCEAN COUNTY 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER APPROVING 
RENEWAL OF FRANCHISE 
AGREEMENT 
 
DOCKET NO. GE21060914  

 
Parties of Record: 
 
Brian O. Lipman, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq., on behalf of New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
 
BY THE BOARD: 
 
New Jersey Natural Gas (“NJNG” or “Company”), a regulated public utility subject to the 
jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”), is a corporation duly organized 
under the laws of the State of New Jersey, and engaged in the distribution and transportation of 
natural gas to approximately 560,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers located in 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, parts of Middlesex, Burlington, and Morris counties in New 
Jersey. 
 
NJNG currently provides natural gas service within the Borough of Pine Beach (“Borough”) to 863 
residential customers and 104 commercial customers.  The Company’s 50 year consent to use 
the streets within the Borough for the provision of gas service expired on March 25, 2020.1  On 
May 24, 2021 by Resolution 2021-55 (“Resolution”), the Borough renewed NJNG’s franchise for 
a period of 50 years, and granted NJNG consent to lay, maintain, and operate gas facilities in the 
Borough.  A copy of the Resolution is attached to this Order as Exhibit “A”.  By letter to the Borough 
dated June 14, 2021, NJNG accepted and agreed to the terms and conditions of the Resolution 
consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-16.  Copies of the letter of acceptance and the hearing notice are 
attached to this Order as Exhibits “B” and “C”, respectively.  
                                            
1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term.  This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal actions 
it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law.  The Board 
has been assured that pending review of its petition, NJNG represents that it has continued to provide 
service to its customers within the Borough in an uninterrupted manner. 
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On June 15, 2021, NJNG filed a petition with the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 
14:1-5.5, seeking approval of the franchise renewal agreement granted by the Borough 
(“Petition”).  As required by law and after notice, a municipal consent hearing in this matter was 
held on September 28, 2021.  Suzanne Patnaude, Esq., the Board’s duly appointed Hearing 
Officer, presided over the hearing.  Appearances were made on behalf of the Company, the New 
Jersey Division of Rate Counsel (“Rate Counsel”) and Board Staff.  No other party participated in 
the hearing or filed any written comments with the Board related to this matter.  
 
At the hearing, the Company relied on its Petition and exhibits filed with the Board, and presented 
the testimony of Joseph Puglisi, Supervising Engineer.  According to Mr. Puglisi’s testimony and 
discovery responses, NJNG anticipates growth in the Borough over the next five (5) years of 
approximately 10 to 20 customers.  Mr. Puglisi also testified that the Company has the capacity 
to meet the anticipated level of growth within the municipality and has no plans to change its gas 
distribution system within the Borough.  
 
Rate Counsel submitted written comments dated November 10, 2021, indicating that it does not 
object to the Company’s Petition since the Company represented that it has the capacity 
necessary to continue to provide natural gas service to the Borough.  The term of the municipal 
consent related to the use of streets is limited to a term of 50 years.  However, Rate Counsel 
requested that approval of the Petition include certain restrictions which are incorporated in this 
Order. 
 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 
 
After careful review and consideration of the Petition and exhibits submitted in this matter, the 
Board HEREBY FINDS that the renewal of the franchise agreement granted to NJNG by the 
Borough is necessary and proper for the public convenience and to properly serve the public 
interest, and that NJNG has the ability to continue to provide safe, adequate, and proper service.  
The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the necessary experience, financial 
capability, capacity, and facilities in the Borough to continue to provide adequate and appropriate 
service to its existing customers, and that the 50-year duration of the municipal consent to use 
the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15.  Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-
14, HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to NJNG by the Borough to continue to provide 
gas service, and for the continued use of its public streets for that purpose for a period of 50 years. 
The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 
 

1. As required by N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, and limited by the Resolution, the municipal 
consent to construct, maintain and operate gas lines in the streets and other public 
places in the Borough is limited to a term not exceeding 50 years. 

 
2. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes 

whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter 
to be owned by NJNG. 

 
3. This Order shall not affect, nor in any way limit, the exercise of the authority of this 

Board or of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to 
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or in 
any other matters affecting NJNG. 

 
  



This Order Shall be effective on December 22, 2021 . 

DATED: December 15, 2021 

~-y1u;_;µ/w 
MR¼NNA HOLDEN 
COMMISSIONER 

~~~~ 
uPEN RAJ. CHIVUKULA 
COMMISSIONER 

ATTEST: ~~-~ 
AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH 
SECRETARY 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS FOR APPROVAL OF 
A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE IN THE BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH, OCEAN COUNTY  

DOCKET NO. GE21060914 
 

SERVICE LIST 
 
Borough of Pine Beach: 
Charlene A. Carney 
Municipal Clerk 
Borough of Pine Beach 
599 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Pine Beach, NJ 08741 
 
Division of Rate Counsel  
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0003 
 
Brian O. Lipman, Esq., Director 
blipman@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Brian Weeks 
bweeks@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Maura Caroselli 
mcaroselli@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Karen Forbes 
kforbes@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Shelly Massey, Paralegal 
smassey@rpa.nj.gov 
 
NJ Department of Law and Public Safety 
Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex 
Public Utilities Section 
25 Market Street, P.O. Box 112 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
Pamela Owen, ASC 
pamela.owen@law.njoag.gov  
 
Terel Klein, DAG 
terel.klein@law.njoag.gov 

Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 1st Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
 
Aida Camacho-Welch, Secretary 
board.secretary@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Stacy Peterson, Deputy Executive Director 
stacy.peterson@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Division of Energy 
 
Paul Lupo 
paul.lupo@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Sri Medicherla 
sri.medicherla@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Counsel’s Office 
 
Heather Weisband, Esq. 
heather.weisband@bpu.nj.gov 
 
New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
1415 Wyckoff Road 
P.O. 1464 
Wall, NJ 07719 
 
Mark G. Kahrer 
mkahrer@njng.com 
 
Andrew Dembia 
adembia@njng.com 
 
Susan Fastuca 
sfastuca@njng.com 
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RESOLUTION 2021-55 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEW AL OF THE FRANCIDSE 

AGREEMENT MTH NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMP ANY 

NHEREAS, New Jersey Natural Gas Company has heretofore been granted a franchise and consent to lay, maintain 
and operate gas facilities in the Borough of Pine Beach; and 

WHEREAS, New Jersey Natural Gas Company is desirous of extending and renewing the period of the consent to 
this municipality to exercise its franchise rights in the Borough of Pine Beach for the purpose of furnishing gas 

therein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that New Jersey Natural Gas Company be and it is hereby authorized 
to lay, maintain and operate its conductors, mains and pipes, together with the appurtenances thereto, in all the public 
streets, alleys, squares and public places in this municipality which are under the control and jurisdiction of the 
Borough for the purpose of conducting gas, including natural gas, or any mixture of gases of various types and for 
the purpose of transmitting and distributing such gas in this municipality for a period of fifty (50) years from the 
date hereof, .upon the following terms and conditions: 

1. That New Jersey Natural Gas Company shall agree that, in all cases in which street openings or 
excavations are made for the purposes aforesaid, that restoration of same will be conducted in accordance 
with the requirements of the Borough Ordinances in existence at the time of said excavation; and 

2. That New Jersey Natural Gas Company shall conduct the work or the laying or maintaining of gas pipes 
therein in a careful and prudent manner; and 

3. That New Jersey Natural Gas Company shall safeguard the public interest in continuous and 
uninterrupted service at and after the expiration of the term of the grant; and 

4. That New Jersey Natural Gas Company shall maintain its property in good order throughout the full term 

of the grant; and 

5. That New Jersey Natural Gas Company shall continuously afford safe, adequate and proper service at 
just and reasonable rates. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this franchise consent, upon approval of the Board of Public Utilities of the 
State of New Jersey, shall supersede the Ordinance granted by the Borough of Pin,e Beach on March 25, 2010; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that New Jersey Natural Gas Company shall file with the clerk of this 
municipality, within sixty (60) days from the date hereof, its acceptance of the terms and provisions of the franchise 
consent herein granted and its agreement to be bound by the terms and provisions thereof; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall not become effective until it is approved by the Board of 

Public Utilities of the State of New Jersey. ~ , 

DATED, May24,2021 ~ .. ,,. ,~Dl .. 
Lawrence W. Cuneo, ~ '---

CERTIFICATION 

I, Charlene A. Camey, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Pine Beach, certify the foregoing to be a true and accurate 
. l opy of a resolution adopted by the Borough of Pine Beach on May 24, 2021. a ~ 

L/2;;1✓ 42 Q -v:Z,04-?/ 

209010 
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.#j.l ew Jersey i.4• Natural Gas 

Honorable Charlene A . .. amey 
Pine BeacJh BOI011lgih Clerk 
599 Pennsyh miia Ave. 
Pine BeacJh, J 0·8 1 

R,e:: Re'liolntum r o. 20:21 -55 

lhme 1 2021 

A Resohrtion Authot'iEZiDg R.en,ewal of the Fl.l'anirkise 
Ag;l'eement nith i-ew J,erseY _ .a:tural Gas Comp.my 

Dear Ms,. Cmiey: 

_ ew Jersey Na1ttl!r.tl Gas CompffllY C- JiNG") here01 · accepts the terms 
and provisions o,f ithe franchise agrieen:ient ~rt.eel by the Pine Beach Borough 
Coun il on May 2 , _021 and. ibeFeby agrees to, be om.md by the terms and 
pmvisions, thereof: See &esoluti.on -o. 021-55 arlhched her,eto. 

iP]ease be ad1,ri.sed l!h- ·· .JiNG i.,rill s11bmi ithe Reoofuition to the ew 
Jersey Board of Public Utilities: fin apprmml. 

AKD:s:f 

Re pectlin~y · nbmitted., 

~w)(~ L_ 
.l\ ..11dre, - K_ Demb:ia, Esq_. 
Regn]ato:ry Affrur Counsel 

141511,j'Ct Road .0 . B(]l( 1464 Vall, NJ []771g PllOOe: Ea!ID-22Hllll5 1 ........ .11Jng.com 
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Al New Jersey 
. , . Natural Gas 

BY ELECTR Oi'il:C :\IAIL 

Ho:1!10.ra·hle Ch.Blem.e A. Cain-.ey 
Ad!mtw!l.i.stni-or/Mumcq,ail Clerk 
Pme Beach Bo:rou,g_h, Ocean Coll!l!lty 
599 Pemisyh.r.miaA1, e 
Pme Beach., J 08 41 

H.o:m.o:rahle M 2!1J' All!l!l Cilento 
Clerk of the-Board 
Ocean Com1.ty Board of Cmmm.issioil!.e:rs 
A.dmtiim.i.s iio:m. Bui di:m.g Rm. 3 8 
PO Bo'.ll.2 91 
fom.s JR:i,.-er, NJf ()g 54!- 91 

l!:ug:u.st · 4, · 02 . 

Ho:l!lo:rahle cott M . Cobibella 
Coilll!lty Clerl 
Ocean. Comity Clerk' s Office 
PO Bo'.ll. _ 91 

,oms Ri,·er, NJ ()8754!- 91 

H.o:m.o:rahle Cad \ll. B. ocli: 
Ocean Coll!l!lty Admim:i.sfrator 
101 Hooper A .. -e. 

A.dlmwstniio:m. Bui di:m.g 
fom.s Ri,-er, NJ OS 54! 

RE: In ·1111. ,;, :!i,fatte:r of ,fih.e Pe-.t iit i.oo of Nen- .Jen.e- · i";' atura) G:iis Compan y for ,!,he A,ppronl 
of :i i\fooidp al F!l'. oclri,;e in the-Boron~ of Pime Bea{:,h_, Oce-:111 Couu:ly 
BP Dockie-t _-o. GE?,l06'091t 

Dear : e Parties dressed: 

Pm.sum t to the provisions ,of N .J.S .A . 4!8 :2- 4 , . ·e,.,,; Jersey Nahu al G as Go.mpmy 
("'NJNG '') as 2.Pi) lied. to, t'm.e N ew Jersey Board ,of l'ublic Uti "cl-i.es C'Bori''} fo . ar~:rm'.31 ,of the 
Bo:rou_ghof P" e Beach ("Borough") Rewlutio No . . 021-55, which ,gi-mted N I G peonris.:;"on 
to coi1!.tim.11e• t.o pro.-ide natural gas seniice-m the Borough as proi;"ded im .sai.d R.esoluiio:m.. Please 
be .idvi.:sed tbit the Boi:!Jl'd bas se S er 1 8, 202 .if 10:00.mJJ as the darfe an:d fu:ne for the 
Mmricipal Consent H:e.nmg. Due fo the CO\ IJD-19 pandemic, this Mun:icq, 1 • Consent H eari:m_g 
'\\till be e d ,;,ia Zoom_ The-Zoom. lo,g-i . infu:nnaho: . is. as foDov.·.s: 

htms :I 4!58 J6397?p1\rd=S. w...:am..'lGVJRNdHJ0TJ.40 GVFOJIR :O 09 
Passe · 

My a.ssi.srant, Susan Fa.stuca. i.s e Zoom mee~ o:r_gamze:f' .. A. Zoom. m.eetmg; iiiini tation 
'\\till be senrl- fo yon in. "'d11.'31!:ce of the ~cl:J.edu!.ed. date fo:c dos Mun:i.cq, , . Come-nt He.aimg. Y,ou are 
welco.me to-p arti:c~parte i.n the-Zoom meeiting to-pm y our ·.-ieurs ,on the- reco:rd if you .so• · .esil-ea 

Also nol:ice ,of the-~ is :posted o: the o~ m y's 'i\reb .site, njng.co:m, so inteliested 
me:mbe:-s of the public may view the- ;e,;mng. 

AKU:sf 
C: el"iiice-List 

1 1:5 'l)ct Road P.O. BO>: 1 64 wa NJ ll77 19 PhiOO.e-: S□l)-22 HID5 1 • "A'.1\[11g.Cllm 
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